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Preston Road LIFE

Merry Xmas and Happy New Year from Preston Road Community Association — Dec 2010

Santa Claus

is right on
schedule

Special Report @ by KRIS KRINGLE

PRESTON ROAD kids have been extra
good this year, we can exclusively
reveal.

In an exclusive phone interview from
his secret HQ in the Arctic, Father
Christmas has said he will be visiting
our estate atleast once before
Chri: Eve - thanks to the
and dads who have invited him and
some of his local helpers to some big
festive events.

He will be at the big party for children
at the Freedom Centre on December 22
- and his spokes-elf said he may also be
at the re-scheduled Advent Parade and
Xmas lights switch-on on December 17,
providing the mums and dads who help
him can deal with the cold snap.

And don’t worry kids, for there is no
weather on earth that can stop him on
the Big Day.

His spokes-elf added: “We have not
missed a deadline in thousands of
years. This one will no different!”

ON SCHEDULE: Father Christmas

Community spirit is || INSIDE
the true big societ "

NEXT year will be one of the toughest we have faced in peace time.
‘ ‘ . And rich politicians, of any persuasion, and their cohorts telling us they ‘share our pain’ will not make
it any easier.

Every cut announced will effect real people and present real problems — and the people on this estate
will be on the frontline.

We need to transcend politics and concentrate on our strengths, which over the past decade have proven
to })e our strong community spirit and our desire to make our estate a place where everyone would want
to hve.

Long before the present Government presented the idea of ‘The Big Society’, the community of this
area have searched for that spirit that rea‘l’ly means that we are in it together. . X

We have had a decade of success with the NDC and will strive for further years of success with its There’s ‘snow’ stopping
successor and all the other branches of community action, from the community association to the street Chef Gerard — Page 3.

champions and much more.

Look around and see the tangible monuments of success, the school being built, the Freedom Centre,
the work of regeneration — of course there is more to do — and it will be as a community that we will do
it as we did yesterday, are doing today — and will continue to do tomorrow.

It needs a common threat to bring out that spirit and recent events have shown whatever the odds the
community faces, it will unite and never surrender, whatever the situation.

This spirit was very evident during the dark days of the Blitz.

Now being faced with recent set-backs, once again we are seeing neighbours helping each other fighting
the terrible weather of recent weeks by ensuring pensioner are safe and not wanting for food supplies —
young and old helping when someone is stuck in drifted snow.

The news that Gateway’s promise of a new estate is now dead and gone; cuts in funding that will mean
misery for many who are not responsible for the financial situation — and now the country and Europe
face bleak times ahead.

But having painted that black picture my message is that together we can beat the threats to our quality
of life by helpinﬁ each other and real]gogive truth to the message ‘we are in it together ' and prove it is
not just a platitude uttered by those who can never be hurt by the events to come.

My Christmas message to everyone in our community is: For THE BIG SOCIETY read COMMUNITY
SPlI%T — and however small the effort, even if it is by just making sure your neighbours are fine — together
we will revive the spirit that saw through the Blitz by ensuring that 2011 will be a year that brought our ’ ’ Country queen Emma’s
community even more together than ever before. heart set on coming

— Don Smallwood MBE, chairman, Preston Road Community Association home — Page 6.




Have your say on ihe

city’s heailth service

Local folk to take part in local NHS future planning

NHS Hull is encouraging local folk to have

their say on the health service’s future.

Recently, the Gowernment launched two consultations; Greater
Choice and Control and An Information Revolution; which propose
more choice and a greater say for people using health services.

MNow local health officials want to see Hull residents joining in the
debate and influencing how patients can be placed at the centre of
decision-making, now and in the future.

Chair of NHS Hull, Mrs. Kath Lavery, said: "Here in Hull, we have a
strong track record of involving patients in the decisions we make
about services, but equally we want to ensure that people feel just as
able to contribute to decisions around their own health too.

“Giving patients greater freedoms when it comes to their own care,
such as deciding on the most appropriate hospital and the best team
of professionals for them, is the right thing to do.

“But we also need to make sure patients have the right information
to be able to make the decisions which influence their treatment as well
as their day-to-day well-being.

“By contributing to the consultations around information and choice,
patients and the public of Hull will be able to have a say in just how the
principles of openness and choice are put into practice, and help to

Proposals contained in Greater Choice and Control which would increase
the choices that patients and service users have about their care include:

EXTENDING matemity choice to include pre-conception, ante-
natal, and postnatal care;

IMPROVING the choice of end of life care, moving towards a
national choice offer in the future to support those who wish to die at

me:;
ALLOWING patients to choose services from any willing provider;
CHOICE of provider for diagnosis;
AND choice of which team, led by a named consultant, that they
want to be seen by and what that treatment is after diagnosis;
WITH choice of treatment and provider in mental health services.

An Information Revolution sets out how the Government proposes to
provide the public with high-guality health and social care information in
order to help people make more informed decisions.

It makes clear how people should be given more control over their care
records, and how the quality of care provided will improve as a result of
releasing more data, such as on mixed-sex wards and infection rates.

Both consultations, including all relevant documents and response forms,
are available via the Department of Health website — www.dh.gov.uk.

build a truly patient-centred NHS."

The dlosing date for each is January 14 next year.

Chairman Don Smallwood MBE keeps you up to date

to continue with the planned

regeneration of our estate is
terrible news for those waiting to be
re-housed.

After all the hours of consultation and glossy illustrated
brochures the promises made are now broken. It is not the
first ime that our part of the city has been let down on false
promises, | remember in the late nineties being promised a
new housing estate and a sports centre. Neither happened.

| don't wish to become involved in the political thinking
behind this decision to withdraw Gateway funding but it begs
the question when making these financial cuts have they
thought of the effect on the ordinary people it involves?

It would be of benefit to everyone involved that a ful
enquiry is conducted — in particular having given this pledge
of regeneration — why has it been withdrawn — and don'tinsult
the community's intelligence by blaming other political parties.

This was a promise to the residents of a new dawn on our
estate and tackling the worn out housing stock from the 1920s.

It should not have been announced with such publicity if the
funding was not in place.

| know that there is anger at the way in which the Gateway
announcement was made.

But one concern for some residents is the fact that housing
was not included in the 10-year regeneration plan under the
New Deal programme that was awarded £55million — the
answer is simple — the regeneration money could not be used
for housing on the basis that Hull City Council would be
responsible for (at that time) 89 per cent of the housing stock.

What legacy has this decision left our area? Possibly a third
of our housing has been demolished to make way for the two

THE fact that Gateway is not able

thousand new homes in the Gateway plan. We have now
large areas of grassland with no future for building homes.

It willbe down to our elected coundillors of all parties to unite
in attempting to bring private enterprise into solving this now
urgent need for affordable housing.

Recently the future looked fine with the expected 2,000 new
homes, the new academy well under construction, the Craven
Park development and the good news of investment into our
Greaffield neighbours.

| hope this brings together all areas of the city — but not
demonstrations, they haven't worked in the past — but a real
concerted effort to salvage something from this awful decision.

Also most important why other ciies have gained the
funding required but yet again not Hull.

Turning to more happier topics the Christmas programme
for the Freedom Centre looks exciting and congratulations to
the team at the Centre in attempting to provide something for
everyone, the older residents can look forward to Christmas
meals, a pantomime for the children (Oh yes there is!) and lots
more attractions, look out for the special newsletter that gives
full details of the full programme.

Recently | mentioned the bumps in the night; this has now
expanded to humming sounds and even suggested that this
might be aliens.

When the Freedom Centre was in the planning stage a
well known line from a film was 'build it and they will come’—
in reference to the open spaces now on the estate they would
have no problem in landing!

The Community Association, based at the Craven Lea
Community House, provides a great deal of opportunities for
small group meetings, children's parties and a home for any
activity.

If you would like to visit the house to look at the fadilities

please contact Jennie or Penny on 714458. The house is
provided by Places for People, which has given lots of support
in the past — it also provides our two councillors, Tom McVie
and David Gemmell, a room for surgeries.

If you require a small room to hold meetings or start a group
with similar interests, this could provide you with an answer.

Multi-cultural

In our multi-cultural nation there is a misconception that
everyone not white and not bomn in the United Kingdom is an
illegal immigrant

This attitude is of the minority but when you study the
benefits these folk bring to our guality of life, you then realise
thatwe should be celebrating the fact they have chosen to live
in our country.

They provide doctors, nurses and many other very important
roles to benefit our lives.

With that in mind at a recent meeting of "Voice' which is the
sub-committee of the PRNDC the question was raised how
we can help in bringing the different nationaliies and cultures
together.

If you are interested in this project please ring me on: 711723
or the Community House on: 714458, if we gain enough inter-
est we could organise a meeting to discuss the idea.

My thoughts are that by being involved would bring a better
understanding and dismiss from the minds of our visitors the
misconception | outlined at the start. All that remains is to
wish everyone a happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.

Donw Smallwoaod
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He is their 300th success story
PRESTON ROAD LIFE Special Feature

PHOTOGRAPHER Darren
Turner is the 300th person
helped by the local Probe Pre-

Enterprise Team.

At the end of last month, Darren, 37,
opened his portrait photography business on
Southcoates Lane.

He had spent the last 10 years working
night-shifts at Morrison's in Beverley.

He made the decision to leave and follow
his dream after his father — who has since
passed away from cancer, — urged him to
make a go of it Previously Darren had only
dabbled in photography.

His partner Sarah, a part-time hairdresser,
went to Probe initially on his behalf and while
there also discovered the shop next to the

salon where she worked was up for rent. So,
Capture the Moment! — Darren Michael
Turner Photography was set up.

Darren said: “People said | had a gift for
photography, but | didn't know how to start,
It's thanks to the encouragement of my own
dad and Sarah that we're here today.

“They gave me the confidence. It's taken
about a month to get it up and running but the
premises are perfect

“We're hoping to expand to do weddings in
the summer, pet pictures and some work in
customers’ homes.”

Probe pre-enterprise advisor Mike
Thompson said: “l was able to help Darmren
with his business plan, apply for grants to buy
more lenses and book him onto courses for
self-employed people.”

B PROBE'S success with helping people to start their own business is down to this trio.

Sandra Ackroyd, Mike Thompson and Keiran Hall, pictured above, make up the east
Hull-based team guiding would-be entrepreneurs.

Probe, part of the Hull Enterprise Partnership is part-funded by the European Regional
Development Fund, which has been helping people to set up in business since 2008.

For an informal chat you can call Probe's Enterprise Team on: 01482 714242 or visit
them on-line at: www.enterprisinghull.org.uk

There's SIIOW' Slﬂﬂﬂlﬂy chef Gerard

CHEF Gerard Baker was

Gerard — a researcher  Local Food Market, it has

the only chef whose show
survived the snow during
Food 360's planned Food
Week at the Freedom
Centre.

for the BBC's Hairy Bikers
— prepared spicy meatballs
for his audience in the café.

Although the weather
also put paid to the Festive

been re-scheduled for
Friday, December 17, from
10.30am to S5pm.

More details are on-line
at: www.probeltd.co.uk

CAMERA, LIGHTS, ACTION! : Darren ready for business.
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Craven Lea
1-3 Endeavour Crescent
Hull HU9 5SZ
Tel: 01482 714458.

Office To Rent
Within
Craven Lea Community House

We have an office to rent within a secure
Community building with off-street parking.

Office 3 9’ x 16" approx
Annual rent is £2,400 Furnishings included.

All rents are negotiable for Community Groups, if you are interested
Please give Jennie Smith Community House Manager a call
on:01482 714458
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